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Burundi (p.2)
Central African 
    Republic (p.2)
Sudan (p.3)
Guinea (p.4)

Afghanistan (p.6)
Kosovo (p.7)
Bolivia (p.9)
Yemen (p.11)

Algeria (p.11), Angola (p.4),Armenia (p.8), Azerbaijan (p.8), Bahrain (p.10), Bangladesh (p.6), Belarus 
(p.8), Bolivia (p.9), Bosnia (p.7), Cameroon (p.2), Chad (p.2), China (internal) (p.5), Colombia (p.9), 
Côte d’Ivoire (p.4), Cyprus (p.9), DR Congo (p.2), Ecuador (p.9), Egypt (p.11), Eritrea (p.2), Ethiopia 
(p.3), Georgia (p.8), Guatemala (p.9), Guinea (p.4), Guinea-Bissau (p.4), Haiti (p.9), India (internal) 
(p.6), Indonesia (p.7), Iran (p.11), Iraq (p.11), Israel/Occupied Palestinian Territories (p.10), Jordan 
(p.11), Kashmir (p.6), Kazakhstan (p.5), Kenya (p.3), Kyrgyzstan (p.5), Lebanon (p.10), Liberia 
(p.4), Madagascar (p.4), Malawi (p.4), Malaysia (p.7), Mauritania (p.12), Moldova (p.8), Morocco 
(p.12), Myanmar/Burma (p.7), Nagorno-Karabakh (Azerbaijan) (p.8), Nepal (p.6), Niger (p.4), North 
Caucasus (Russia) (p.8), North Korea (p.5), Northern Ireland (p.9), Pakistan (p.6), Philippines (p.7), 
Rwanda (p.2), Sierra Leone (p.5), Saudi Arabia (p.11), Somalia (p.3), Somaliland (p.3), South Sudan 
(p.3), Sri Lanka (p.6), Taiwan Strait (p.5), Tajikistan (p.5), Thailand (p.7), Timor-Leste (p.7), Tunisia 
(p.12), Turkmenistan (p.5), Uganda (p.3), Uzbekistan (p.5), Venezuela (p.10), Western Sahara (p.12), 
Zimbabwe (p.4)

Sudan (p.3)
Afghanistan (p.6)
Yemen (p.11) 

CrisisWatch:
�� summarises briefly developments during the previous month in some 70 situations of current or potential 
conflict, listed alphabetically by region, providing references and links to more detailed information sources 
(all references mentioned are hyperlinked in the electronic version of this bulletin); 

�� assesses whether the overall situation in each case has, during the previous month, significantly deteriorated, 
significantly improved, or on balance remained more or less unchanged;

�� alerts readers to situations where, in the coming month, there is a particular risk of new or significantly esca-
lated conflict, or a particular conflict resolution opportunity (noting that in some instances there may in fact be 
both); and 

�� summarises Crisis Group’s reports and briefing papers that have been published in the last month.

CrisisWatch is compiled by Crisis Group’s Brussels Research Unit, drawing on multiple sources including the 
resources of our some 130 staff members across five continents, who already report on some 60 of the situations 
listed here. Comments and suggestions can be sent to crisiswatch@crisisgroup.org. 

To search past issues of CrisisWatch, visit www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch

Crisis Group is an independent, non-profit, non-governmental organisation, with some 130 staff members on five continents, 
working through field-based analysis and high-level advocacy to prevent and resolve deadly conflict. Crisis Group’s approach 
is grounded in field research. Teams of political analysts are located within or close by countries at risk of outbreak, escalation 
or recurrence of violent conflict. Based on information and assessments from the field, Crisis Group produces regular analytical 
reports containing practical recommendations targeted at key international decision-takers, and backed up with high-level advo-
cacy. Crisis Group is chaired by former U.S. Ambassador and Vice Chairman of Hills & Company Thomas R. Pickering, and its 
President and Chief Executive is former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour.

Crisis Group

http://www.crisisgroup.org/


2

CENTRAL AFRICA
Burundi Politically motivated violence continued to escalate 
amid allegations FNL members being targeted by govt forces. 5 
National Forces of Liberation (FNL) members 1 Sept occupied 
office of Human Rights Commission claiming their lives in danger, 
alleged existence of “hit-list” of around 50 FNL members targeted 
for killing in Kanyosha commune, Bujumbura Rural, traditional 
FNL stronghold. Former FNL commander Edouard Ruvayanga 
killed 5 Sept in Bujumbura. Killings of FNL members denounced 
by rights groups; chairman of Association for Protection of Human 
Rights and Prisoners (APRODH) claimed knowledge of “safisha” 
(clean) plan to liquidate FNL. Home of Leonce Ngendakumana, 
opposition Front for Democracy in Burundi (FRODEBU) and 
Democratic Alliance for Change (ADC) chair, searched twice 20 
Sept, Ngendakumana questioned in court; home of APRODH 
leader Pierre-Claver Mbonimpa searched. Mbonimpa sum-
moned to court to explain statements on “safisha” plan, Former 
FNL leader Agathon Rwasa, in hiding since June 2010, 13 Sept 
signed memorandum against “genocide” of FNL members by 
President Nkurunziza’s regime; accused state security forces of 
massacring, torturing FNL supporters, estimated over 169 killed, 
9 missing in 2011. At least 39 people, mostly players/supporters 
of local football team, killed 19 Sept in attack on bar in Gatumba, 
near capital, owned by ruling CNDD-FDD member. Bujumbura 
province governor said attackers from DRC. Congolese military 
denied, blamed FNL; FNL denied but widely held responsible. 
President 29 Sept announced several suspects arrested.
�� “Fatal bar shooting exposes Burundi’s instability”, New York 
Times, 19 Sept. 2011.

Cameroon President Biya’s bid to extend 29-year presidency 
in 9 Oct polls confirmed 3 Sept with his official registration as 
Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement (CPDM) candidate. 
Electoral commission (ELECAM) 9 Sept disqualified over half 
of 51 presidential candidates, prompting small demonstrations; 
Supreme Court 21 Sept ruled 2 disqualified candidates may run. 
Biya 15 Sept said ELECAM’s independence in polls guaranteed, 
following opposition complaints over appointment of former 
CPDM party members to body; opposition 27 Sept demanded 
resignation of commission member alleged to be campaigning for 
CPDM. Armed men dressed as soldiers 29 Sept shot weapons in 
Douala; demanded Biya’s resignation. Disqualified presidential 
candidate Bertin Kisob reportedly claimed responsibility on behalf 
of Cameroonian People’s Liberation Army. 
�� “Cameroon - A divided opposition challenges Biya”, AllAfrica, 
22 Sept. 2011.

Central African Republic Fighting between rebel groups 
in East rose sharply; series of deadly clashes between Runga-
dominated Convention of Patriots for Justice and Peace (CPJP) 
and Gula-dominated Union of Democratic Forces for Unity 
(UFDR). Clash 11-14 Sept in central town Bria, diamond mining 
hub, left at least 43 dead. CPJP 24 Sept ambushed vehicle car-
rying UFDR rebels, civilians near Bria, killing at least 6 including 
local official. Tensions remain high. Interior Minister met leaders of 
both groups late Sept, secured assurances they would negotiate 
end of hostilities. LRA mid Sept attacked several villages near 
Bangassou in SE. 

�� “Central African Republic diamond war dead reaches 43”, AFP, 
23 Sept. 2011.

Chad Military official 7 Sept said elements of Darfur rebel Justice 
and Equality Movement (JEM) previously stationed in Libya had 
crossed Chad border with about 100 cars, weapons supplied by 
Libya. Chad and Sudan continued to coordinate military opera-
tions against JEM forces returning to Darfur. 
�� “Chad issues call at UN for aid to help face influx of citizens 
fleeing Libya”, UN News Centre, 22 Sept. 2011.

DR Congo Tensions continued to rise ahead of Nov presidential, 
legislative elections. Deadly clashes 1 Sept between police and 
opposition Union for Democracy and Social Progress (UDPS) 
supporters demanding transparent electoral process in Kinshasa 
and Mbuji May town in S; several injured, 2 reported dead in 
Mbuji May. Also early Sept attacks on UDPS HQ,  ruling Party for 
Reconstruction and Democracy (PPRD) HQ, arson of opposition 
media RTLV. 2 UDPS supporters died 5 Sept in riots in Kinshasa, 
at least 3 others injured. Congo Liberation Movement (MLC) 8 
Sept announced leader Jean-Pierre Bemba, currently on trial at 
ICC, would not be presidential candidate after ICC refused his 
provisional release; UDPS leader Tshisekedi 5 Sept officially 
entered race. Electoral Commission (CENI) 19 Sept reportedly 
agreed to audit of voter register by UDPS experts, key UDPS 
prerequisite for signing electoral code of conduct; later qualified 
agreement saying PPRD would also have to audit, PPRD refused. 
Planned UDPS march on CENI dispersed 29 Sept by police. 7 
Sept armed raid on Kassapa prison in Lubumbashi, Katanga, 
freed nearly 970 inmates, including Mai Mai militia leader 
Gideon Kyungu Mutanga. Following peace deal struck in run-
up to elections, newly integrated banyamulenge militia Federal 
Republican Forces (FRF) 12 Sept refused to receive biometric 
cards, demonstrated in Bukavu with weapons. Former Mai Mai 
officers protested against ranks given to ex-FRF, threatened to 
disengage from integration process.
�� “DRC election violence troubles UN”, UPI, 7 Sept. 2011.

Crisis Group Africa Briefing N°80, Congo: 
The Electoral Process Seen from the East, 
5 Sept. 2011. The technical preparations 
for the presidential and legislative elections scheduled on 28 
November and the beginning of the electoral campaign in the 
East have generated suspicion that risks developing into a 
crisis of confidence in the whole electoral process.

Rwanda Trial began 5 Sept of Victoire Ingabire, former presi-
dential candidate and leader of UDF-Inkingi opposition party, 
arrested April 2010, on charges of genocide denial, divisionism, 
working with terrorist group. Callixte Mbarushimana, executive 
secretary of Democratic Liberation Forces of Rwanda (FDLR) 
rebels, 16 Sept appeared before ICC on charges including 
2009 murder, rape of Congolese civilians. French court 28 Sept 
rejected extradition request for Agathe Habyarimana, widow of 
ex-president, accused of planning 1994 genocide.
�� “Rwanda lays out charges against ex-presidential hopeful”, 
New York Times, 9 Sept. 2011.

HORN OF AFRICA

Eritrea Indications of worsening drought, hunger despite govt 
assurances of bumper harvest. Govt 9 Sept accused Amnesty 
International (AI) of plotting popular uprising; AI denied, said 
authorities guilty of serious rights concerns, called for release 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/20/world/africa/fatal-bar-shooting-exposes-burundis-instability.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201109230891.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hEFELhyjxlczNVFfS8U97U7LDWpg?docId=CNG.1373c81d803a20fc4869b3fddebdbd84.171
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39709&Cr=chad&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39709&Cr=chad&Cr1=
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2011/09/07/DRC-election-violence-troubles-UN/UPI-90621315402444/?spt=hs&or=tn
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/central-africa/dr-congo/B80-congo-the-electoral-process-seen-from-the-east.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/central-africa/dr-congo/B80-congo-the-electoral-process-seen-from-the-east.aspx
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/10/world/africa/10rwanda.html
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South Sudan Sudan, South Sudan 9 Sept reached agreement 
to ease border tensions in Abyei (see Sudan). Per unresolved 
dispute with Khartoum over oil fees, official 9 Sept announced 
govt intention to pay in arrears for use of Sudan’s oil facilities until 
parties reach final decision on transit fees. Opposition United 
Democratic Salvation Front (UDSF) head David Biel Jal arrested 
2 Sept after criticising composition of new cabinet. Govt 23 Sept 
re-committed to DDR program, announced plans to demobilise 
150,000 soldiers. Signalling persistent North-South tensions, 
official 24 Sept threatened to close border with Sudan from Dec 
in retaliation to blockade imposed by Khartoum.
�� “Breaking the cycle of violence in Sudan”, Guardian, 3 Sept. 
2011.

Sudan Fears of intensification of fighting in Blue Nile, 
Southern Kordofan between Sudanese Armed Forces 

(SAF) and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-
N) following massive SAF troop, heavy weaponry deployment in 
area. Reports that militarised elements from Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP) joined insurgency in Blue Nile.  President Bashir 
2 Sept declared state of emergency, sacked elected SPLM-N 
Governor Malik Agar; UN 14 Sept estimated 100,000 displaced 
by unrest, said govt denying aid agencies access. In S Kordo-
fan, SAF continued aerial bombardments of Nuba Mountains. 
In Abyei, AU 9 Sept brokered Sudan-South Sudan deal to ease 
border tensions, redeploy troops. Authorities 5 Sept banned 
SPLM-N, detained local leaders; SPLM-N 8 Sept officially split 
from ruling party in S Sudan SPLM, formed new leadership 
under Agar, vowed to continue war against Khartoum. Darfur 
rebel groups SLM-Abdel Wahid (SLM-AW), Justice and Equal-
ity Movement (JEM) 4 Sept urged international community to 
impose no-fly zone, establish humanitarian corridors in Darfur, 
S Kordofan, Blue Nile. SLM-AW 9 Sept reported it had killed 
33 SAF soldiers in Jebel Marra; denied govt claim it abducted 
foreign aid worker. Amidst clashes with SAF on Chad border, 
JEM 12 Sept announced return of leader Khalil Ibrahim from 
exile in Libya, accused Chad of organising joint military opera-
tion with SAF. UN-AU SR Ibrahim Gambari 14 Sept announced 
70% decrease in number of attacks in Darfur, said international 
community “frustrated” over lack of participation by SLM-AW in 
peace process; rebel group denounced statement, said Gambari 
no longer neutral. Bashir same day appointed Liberation and 
Equality Movement (LJM) leader Tijani el-Sissi head of Darfur 
Regional Authority. 
�� Comment by Comfort Ero, “Sudan - Avoiding a New Cri-
sis”, Digital Development Debates, 29 Sept. 2011.

�� “North Sudan’s post-independence conflict spreads to Blue 
Nile state”, Christian Science Monitor, 8 Sept. 2011. 

Crisis Group Conflict Risk Alert: Stopping 
the Spread of Sudan’s New Civil War, 26 
Sept. 2011. Civil war is spreading in Sudan, and concerted 
international action is needed to stem the violence and prevent 
it from engulfing the entire country and the wider region. 

Uganda Opposition activists 2 Sept postponed planned rally 
after security forces deployed, banned them from venue. Police 
17 Sept arrested author Vincent Nzaramba, alleged his book 
criticising President Museveni and ruling party is inciting public; 
later released. Court 14 Sept convicted 2 men over roles in July 
2010 Kampala bomb attack. Constitutional Court 22 Sept granted 
amnesty to ex-LRA commander Thomas Kwoyelo.
�� “Kenyan rights activist released as Uganda bombings trial 
opens”, CNN, 13 Sept. 2011.

of 11 former senior political figures held 10 years without trial. 
�� “Drought in Eritrea: hunger despite government denials”, BBC, 
4 Sept. 2011.

Ethiopia Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) early Sept 
claimed it had killed 25 soldiers escorting Chinese oil workers 
near Jijiga in Ogaden region, warned of more attacks on Chinese-
owned companies. Following new anti-terrorism law, authorities 5 
Sept announced arrests of 29 people with alleged links to Oromo 
Liberation Front, including 9 Oromo opposition party members, 
for plotting bomb attacks; further arrests included senior opposi-
tion Medrek official, prominent journalist. Court 8 Sept charged 
2 Swedish journalists detained July while accompanying ONLF 
rebels with promoting terrorism. Govt expelled Amnesty Interna-
tional delegation following meeting with opposition party leaders 
late Aug. Washington Post 21 Sept reported U.S. building secret 
drone base in Ethiopia for regional counter-terrorism operations.   
�� “Ethiopian forces, rebels clash in Ogaden oil exploration region”, 
VOA, 2 Sept. 2011.

Kenya 2 Rift Valley cabinet ministers, MP, prominent business-
man and political activist named during ICC in camera proceed-
ings as part of network headed by suspended higher education 
minister William Ruto, accused of crimes against humanity. 
ICC warned it may prosecute MP Charles Keter for intimida-
tion of prosecution witnesses. Somalia’s al-Shabaab believed 
responsible for 11 Sept killing of UK man and kidnapping of his 
wife at resort near border. Govt 30 Sept increased border security 
following clashes between al-Shabaab and Somalian pro-govt 
militia near Kenyan border (see Somalia).
�� “Kenya’s Finance Minister Uhuru Kenyatta starts ICC pre-trial”, 
Bloomberg, 21 Sept. 2011.

Somalia UN-backed meeting including representatives from 
Transitional Federal Institutions (TFI), Puntland, Galmudug, 
pro-govt Ahlu Sunna militia, 6 Sept endorsed roadmap to end 
transition, restore stability. UN 5 Sept said famine spread to 
Bay region. Authorities 17 Sept banned foreign aid workers 
from entering famine-hit areas controlled by al-Shabaab over 
security concerns. AMISOM peacekeepers 2 Sept shot dead 
Malaysian journalist in Mogadishu in unknown circumstances, 
27 Sept announced deployment of 3,000 extra troops from Dji-
bouti, Sierra Leone. Early-month fighting in Galkayo between 
Puntland forces and militia from autonomous Galmudug region 
left at least 27 dead; Puntland security ministry alleged its forces 
repelled 2-day attack by al-Shabaab militants; Galmudug denied 
supporting Islamist group, said fighting between 2 sub-clans. 
Puntland President Mohamud and Galmudug President Alin 5 
Sept agreed ceasefire following UN mediation. Unknown gun-
men killed Puntland paramilitary commander Mohamed Muse 
2 Sept, MP Abdurrahman Hajji 20 Sept. Karkar region 11 Sept 
declared secession from Puntland, new leader Mohamed Jama 
said move in response to failure of Puntland authorities in fulfill-
ing mandated duties. Al-Shabaab clashed with pro-govt militia 
during heavy fighting on Kenyan border in Gedo region, at least 
26 killed; 24 Sept claimed it had shot down drone near Kismayo.
�� “As an enemy retreats, clans carve up Somalia”, New York 
Times, 9 Sept. 2011. 

Somaliland 4 journalists arrested, govt placed further restric-
tions on press; Committee to Protect Journalists 12 Sept called 
on govt to stop harassing journalists, support press freedom. 
Authorities 23 Sept announced capture of senior al-Shabaab 
commander Isse Sulub Ige. 
�� “Journalists continue to be targeted”, Afrique en Ligne, 14 Sept. 
2011 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/sep/03/south-sudan-violence
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/horn-of-africa/sudan/op-eds/ero-sudan-avoiding-a-new-crisis.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/horn-of-africa/sudan/op-eds/ero-sudan-avoiding-a-new-crisis.aspx
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/Africa-Monitor/2011/0908/North-Sudan-s-post-independence-conflict-spreads-to-Blue-Nile-state
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/Africa-Monitor/2011/0908/North-Sudan-s-post-independence-conflict-spreads-to-Blue-Nile-state
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/media-releases/2011/africa/stopping-the-spread-of-sudans-new-civil-war.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/media-releases/2011/africa/stopping-the-spread-of-sudans-new-civil-war.aspx
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/09/12/uganda.bombing.trial/
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/09/12/uganda.bombing.trial/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14779344
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/Ethiopian-Forces-Rebels-Clash-in-Ogaden-Oil-Exploration-Region-129141833.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-21/kenya-s-finance-minister-uhuru-kenyatta-starts-icc-pre-trial-1-.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/10/world/africa/10somalia.html
http://www.afriquejet.com/somaliland-journalists-targeted-2011091422296.html
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�� For latest report, see Crisis Group Africa Report N°176, A 
Critical Period for Ensuring Stability in Côte d’Ivoire, 1 Aug. 
2011.

Guinea Increased govt repression of opposition ahead of Dec 
legislative elections amid concerns over lack of political dialogue 
over preparation for polls. 27 Sept opposition demonstration 
declared illegal by govt, repressed by police; at least 3 killed, 
around 40 injured in clashes. Police 28 Sept raided opposition 
strongholds, arrested dozens in capital. Electoral commission 
15 Sept announced elections will take place 29 Dec; followed 
criticism of official silence on opposition demands regarding 
registration, organisation of polls. President Condé 11 Sept 
publicly implicated civilians linked to Cellou Dalein Diallo, leader 
of opposition Union of Demoratic Forces of Guinea, and former 
transition president General Sékouba Konaté, in 19 July attack 
on his residence; accused Senegal, Gambia of complicity. 
�� “Guinea opposition march dispersed, 4 dead”, Time, 28 Sept. 
2011.

Crisis Group Africa Report N°178, 
Guinea: Putting the Transition Back 
on Track, 23 Sept. 2011. Unless Guinea’s main political 
actors agree on organising the pending legislative 
elections, there is a risk inter-communal tensions could 
spark violence that opens the army’s way back to power.

Guinea-Bissau Roberto Cacheu, PM Gomes’s main opponent 
within ruling African Party for Independence of Guinea and Cape 
Verde (PAIGC), 8 Sept received 3 year suspension from party 
for claiming Gomes implicated in 2009 killing of several politi-
cians. Senegal and G-B 17 Sept agreed to joint border patrols in 
response to banditry, Casamance separatism. President Sanha 
23 Sept denied Navy chief of staff Bubo na Tchuto had reserva-
tions concerning security sector reform (SSR), reiterated call for 
donor support; CPLP and ECOWAS failed to reach agreement 
on implementation of SSR roadmap. 
�� “Guinea Bissau president slaps down PM offer to host Kadhafi”, 
AFP, 16 Sept. 2011.

Liberia Concern over viability of elections continued; co-Chair 
of National Elections Commission 2 Sept said time, logistical 
challenges will prevent organisation of presidential, legislative 
polls in Oct. ECOWAS leaders 10 Sept met in Abuja to discuss 
Liberia-Côte d’Ivoire border security; authorities announced 
seizure of “worrisome” amount of arms, ammunition in border 
area, requested UN intensify monitoring of border zone. UNSC 
17 Sept extended peacekeeping mission another year.
�� Comment by Titi Ajayi, “Not Out of the Woods Yet”,  AllAfrica , 
1 Sept. 2011.

�� “Liberia Supreme Court halts campaign of ruling party, 5 oth-
ers”, Bloomberg, 20 Sept. 2011.

�� For latest report, see Crisis Group Africa Report N°177, Libe-
ria: How Sustainable Is the Recovery?, 19 Aug. 2011.

Niger Libyan troops and about 2,000 Tuareg fighters allied 
with former Libyan leader Qaddafi entering Niger and Mali 
from 30 Aug, sparking fears of further influx, regional instability. 
200-250 vehicles reported 5 Sept crossing border; authorities 
7 Sept confirmed presence in Niamey of Qaddafi security chief 
Mansour Daw, whose troops ran Qaddafi family security. Govt 
denied presence of Qaddafi, later confirmed arrival of son Saadi, 
will not extradite to Libya; called for international help to secure 
Libyan border.
�� “Niger fears an influx from Libya of soldiers loyal to Qaddafi”, 
New York Times, 12 Sept. 2011.

SOUTHERN AFRICA
Angola Amid rising political tensions, police 3 Sept forcibly 
dispersed rare demonstration against President Dos Santos’s 
32 year rule by hundreds of youth; attacked protesters again 8, 
24 Sept. Ruling Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
25 Sept mobilised tens of thousands to march in support for govt.
�� “Angola’s youth lead the way to unseat President dos Santos”, 
Guardian, 29 Sept. 2011.

Madagascar Apparent breakthrough as SADC negotiators 
17 Sept announced all parties signed roadmap for formation of 
transitional authority, elections within 12 months. But scepticism 
over whether signatories will respect deal following previous failed 
agreements, deep mutual mistrust. Deal includes amnesty for 
ousted president Ravalomana, but Justice Minister 18 Sept said 
Ravalomana would be imprisoned if he returns. 
�� “Madagascar leaders sign roadmap to elections”, Mail & Guard-
ian, 17 Sept. 2011.

Malawi Increasing concern over of intimidation, violence against 
extra-parliamentary opposition by ruling Democratic Progres-
sive Party (DPP) elements. Minor opposition party Alliance for 
Democracy (AFORD) early Sept won by-election against DPP; 
DPP accused AFORD of colluding with Electoral Commission. 
Mutharika reshuffled cabinet in perceived effort to consolidate 
position. Civil society groups waged strike 21 Sept following 
breakdown of UN-backed talks with govt aimed at ending long-
running dispute. 
�� “Malawi activists claim success, cut short stayaway”, AFP, 22 
Sept 2011.

Zimbabwe President Mugabe met with European External 
Action Service managing director for Africa Nick Wescott and 
U.S. Ambassador Charles Ray during month; positions on sanc-
tions, election monitoring, reforms affirmed by all parties, but 
talks seen as possible beginning of thaw in relations. ZANU-PF 
abandoned call for elections in 2011, instead demand polls must 
be held by March 2012; both MDC factions, other political group-
ings, dismissed call as unrealistic. Rights group released report 
documenting over 20 cases of violence, intimidation per day, 
largely committed by ZANU-PF. Diamond sale plans continued 
despite late-Aug HRW allegations of human rights violations in 
Chiadzwa/Marange diamond fields. 
�� “Expelled Libyan ambassador leaves Zimbabwe”, AP, 2 Sept 
2011.

WEST AFRICA
Côte d’Ivoire PM Guillaume Soro 10 Sept announced parlia-
mentary elections no later than 15 Dec; 11 Sept said his former 
rebel movement Forces Nouvelles (FN) will join ruling coalition 
RHDP. 23 killed 16 Sept including 13 civilians in attack on govt 
troops in Ziriglo, Tai region, near Liberian border, blamed on Libe-
rian mercenaries loyal to former president Gbabgo. Ivorian Popu-
lar Front (FPI) 20 Sept suspended participation in Independent 
Election Commission, criticised ruling party’s refusal to engage in 
dialogue on security, composition of electoral body, preparations 
for legislative election. Govt 29 Sept announced polls will be held 
11 Dec, opened talks with FPI aimed at securing participation in 
elections. Truth and Reconciliation Commission inaugurated 28 
Sept to address abuses during post-election violence. 
�� “Gbagbo party pulls out of Côte d’Ivoire election team”, Africa 
Review, 22 Sept. 2011.

http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/cote-divoire/176-a-critical-period-for-ensuring-stability-in-cote-divoire .aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/cote-divoire/176-a-critical-period-for-ensuring-stability-in-cote-divoire .aspx
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,2095294,00.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/guinea/178-guinea-putting-the-transition-back-on-track.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/guinea/178-guinea-putting-the-transition-back-on-track.aspx
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jkRgGFk-Bks7lKNfEjnvnSfQskpw?docId=CNG.b6d207691ba28c0711d32cc4f2496bd7.441
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/liberia/ajayi-liberia-not-out-of-the-woods-yet.aspx
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-20/liberia-supreme-court-halts-campaign-of-ruling-party-5-others.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-20/liberia-supreme-court-halts-campaign-of-ruling-party-5-others.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/liberia/177-liberia-how-sustainable-is-the-recovery.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/liberia/177-liberia-how-sustainable-is-the-recovery.aspx
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/13/world/africa/13niger.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/sep/29/angola-youth-president-dos-santos-mpla?newsfeed=true
http://mg.co.za/article/2011-09-17-madagascar-leaders-sign-road-map-to-elections
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gSD-ihbOlf-UbOPpz9xr8Y2bA5vA?docId=CNG.1373c81d803a20fc4869b3fddebdbd84.1f1
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Nigeria Boko Haram continued attacks on police stations and 
bank robberies in Maiduguri, Borno state and Bauchi state. Boko 
Haram 1 Sept named Mohammed Abul Barra responsible for 
26 Aug UN bombing; State Security Service 18 Sept said Mam-
man Nur, lead Boko Haram figure, masterminded bombing. 6 
suspected Boko Haram members arrested after bomb-making 
factory discovered 6 Sept near Abuja. As part of peace initiative 
former president Obasanjo 15 Sept visited family of former Boko 
Haram leader Mohammed Yusuf, slain in police custody Dec 
2009; gunmen 17 Sept killed Obasanjo’s host, Yusuf’s brother-
in-law; Boko Haram denied responsibility. Violence between 
Muslim and Christian youth gangs continued in central city Jos, 
including 1 Sept clash in which at least 23 killed. Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 7 Sept cleared first lady Patience 
Jonathan of money laundering totalling $13.5mn. 
�� Comment by Comfort Ero, “Bombing in Abuja: On Nigeria’s 
Boko Haram”, On the African Peacebuilding Agenda, 6 Sept. 
2011.

�� “Nigeria: 4 could face death over UN HQ bombing”, Huffington 
Post, 16 Sept. 2011.

Crisis Group Africa Briefing N°81, Lessons 
from Nigeria’s 2011 Elections, 15 Sept. 
2011. Nigeria’s April elections may have broken somewhat its 
cycle of deeply flawed polls, but the country still must meet many 
daunting challenges to ensure a stable and democratic future.

Sierra Leone Violent incidents highlighted potential for unrest 
ahead of 2012 polls. Internal Affairs Minister Musa Tarawallie’s 
security entourage 3 Sept shot at youths in Koidu, Kono district, 
allegedly on his orders. President Koroma condemned incident, 
ordered investigation. Police 9 Sept responded to violence in Bo 
between supporters of ruling All People’s Congress and opposi-
tion Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP) with tear gas, live ammu-
nition; clashes occurred during visit of SLPP candidate Julius 
Maada Bio to area. Police 22 Sept announced ban on all political 
rallies; SLPP condemned ban. UNIPSIL Head of Mission Michael 
von der Schulenburg warned of risks surrounding elections, 
called for parties to reach agreement on legal framework, code 
of conduct. UNSC extended UNIPSIL mandate to Sept 2012.
�� “Sierra Leone to probe political violence: presidency”, AFP, 12 
Sept. 2011.

CENTRAL ASIA
Kazakhstan Amid fears of rising Islamic extremism President 
Nazarbayev 1 Sept called for new law on religious activity; parlia-
ment 29 Sept passed controversial bill forcing religious organisa-
tions to  dissolve, re-register; rights groups criticised move as limit 
on religious freedom. Almaty court 15 Sept ordered removal of 
broadcast antennas from office of independent station Stan-TV 
over “health risks”. Military participated in Collective Security 
Treaty Organisation exercises (see Tajikistan).   
�� “Kazakh President wants to monitor Muslims more closely after 
18 arrested for terrorism”, Telegraph, 23 Sept. 2011. 

Kyrgyzstan Month saw continued tensions in Osh ahead of 
Oct presidential elections. Trial resumed 16 Sept of 6 ethnic 
Uzbeks on charges of inciting inter-ethnic hatred, organising 

June 2010 clashes between local Uzbeks and Kyrgyz in Jalal-
Abad and Osh. PM Atambayev 23 Sept announced resignation, 
launched presidential campaign. Authorities proposed restrictions 
on foreign news broadcasts during election campaign. Military 
participated in Collective Security Treaty Organisation exercises 
(see Tajikistan). Interior Ministry announced 17 people detained 
over murder of former presidential chief of staff Medet Sadyrkulov. 
�� “Letter from Kyrgyzstan: celebrations ring hollow for Uzbeks”, 
Guardian, 6 Sept. 2011. 

Tajikistan Govt 2 Sept announced 49-year extension of Rus-
sian military presence, lease of military base, anti-drug coop-
eration. Tajikistan hosted large scale Collective Security Treaty 
Organisation exercises with Russia, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan in 
preparation for hypothetical conflict, social unrest. Tajik Islamist 
group Jamaat Ansarullah early Sept released video threaten-
ing govt forces, “non-believers”; group’s existence refuted by 
security forces. 
�� “Tajikistan under the Russian security umbrella”, RFE/RL, 6 
Sept. 2011. 

Turkmenistan EU 16 Sept agreed to negotiate natural gas deal 
between Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan aimed at building Caspian 
Sea pipeline to Europe, despite opposition from Russia, Iran. 
�� “Indecipherable, Impenetrable”, RFE/RL, 26 Sept. 2011.   

Uzbekistan President Karimov 1 Sept pledged economic, 
political reforms, democratic renewal. U.S. Congress 22 Sept 
suspended restrictions on military aid to Uzbekistan. Founder 
of opposition People’s Movement of Uzbekistan assassinated 
in Russia 24 Sept. FM Elyor Ganiev 26 Sept told UNGA ethnic 
tensions between Uzbeks, Kyrgyz will continue until full investi-
gation into 2010 violence in Kyrgyzstan. 
�� “US Congress suspends sanctions against Uzbekistan”, 
uznews.net, 24 Sept. 2011.

NORTH EAST ASIA

North Korea Increased speculation over possible resump-
tion of long-stalled 6-party talks following recent interactions 
between N and S Korea. Nuclear envoys from DPRK and ROK 
21 Sept met in Beijing for 2nd time in 2 months to discuss talks; 
unable to reach agreement on return to talks, but said meeting 
useful. Chinese FM Yang Jiechi 19 Sept called for resumption 
of talks, however negotiators from ROK, U.S, Japan, Russia, 
absent from 19 Sept Beijing forum intended to pave way for 
resumption. In sign of possible reconciliation, South replaced 
its minister of unification early Sept. IAEA General Conference 
19-24 Sept unanimously adopted resolution urging DPRK not 
to carry out further nuclear tests. Reports emerged N Korea late 
Aug conducted large scale military exercise off west coast. ROK 
intelligence service 16 Sept detained man for allegedly plotting 
to assassinate ROK anti-DPRK activist. 
�� “North Korea says wants more talks with U.S.” Reuters, 23 
Sept. 2011.

Taiwan Strait Chinese FM Yang Jiechi 26 Sept met with U.S. 
Sec State Clinton in New York, urged U.S. to reconsider decision 
to upgrade Taiwan’s F-16 jet fighter fleet. 
�� “Why China’s response to US arms sales to Taiwan is so muted” 
Christian Science Monitor, 27 Sept. 2011. 

China (internal) 4 Uighur men sentenced to death 14 Sept 
for role in killings during late July violence in Xinjiang province; 2 
others jailed for 19 years. Uighur exile groups claim defendants 
tortured into giving confessions. Xinjiang official said militant 

http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/nigeria/op-eds/bombing-in-abuja.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/nigeria/op-eds/bombing-in-abuja.aspx
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20110916/af-nigeria-explosion/
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/nigeria/B81 Lessons from Nigerias 2011 Elections.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/nigeria/B81 Lessons from Nigerias 2011 Elections.aspx
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iqoXogMQUQeRgxa4W6CWBrBYnpiQ?docId=CNG.7e20dfeccc40438d4e4f3604cb819e0c.271
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/kazakhstan/8734730/Kazakh-President-wants-to-monitor-Muslims-more-closely-after-18-arrested-for-terrorism.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/kazakhstan/8734730/Kazakh-President-wants-to-monitor-Muslims-more-closely-after-18-arrested-for-terrorism.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/sep/06/letter-from-kyrgyzstan-uzbekistan-osh
http://www.rferl.org/content/under_the_russian_security_umbrella/24320140.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/turkmenistan_un/24340205.html
http://www.uznews.net/news_single.php?lng=en&sub=top&cid=30&nid=17981
http://in.reuters.com/article/2011/09/23/idINIndia-59499320110923
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2011/0927/Why-China-s-response-to-US-arms-sales-to-Taiwan-is-so-muted
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deadline to proceed on integration, rehabilitation of Maoist army 
combatants unlikely to be met; conflicts remain within all major 
parties. Section of United Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist 
(UCPN-M), NC and United Marxist Leninist Party criticised 
March power sharing deal between Madhesi and Maoist par-
ties; Defence Minister Bhandari sparked row by allegedly warning 
that Tarai districts could secede if their concerns not addressed. 
�� “Nepal won’t jeopardize any genuine Indian interest”, Hindu, 
3 Sept. 2011.

�� For latest report, see Crisis Group Asia Report N°211, Nepal: 
From Two Armies to One, 18 Aug. 2011.

Pakistan Further deterioration in U.S.-Pakistan relations 
following attack in Kabul by suspected Haqqani Network (see 
Afghanistan): U.S. ambassador 17 Sept warned Pakistan to stop 
supporting group; U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Mike Mullen 
22 Sept said Haqqani acting as “veritable arm” of Inter-Services 
Intelligence Agency. U.S. Senate appropriations committee same 
day voted to make $1bn in aid for Pakistan conditional on action 
against militant groups. In Quetta, army 5 Sept announced arrest 
of senior al-Qaeda leader Younis al-Mauritani. Suspected U.S. 
drone strike 12 Sept reportedly killed 2 militants in N Waziristan 
including Haqqani militant network commander; U.S. mid-month 
announced senior al-Qaeda leader Abu Hafs al-Shahri killed in 
Waziristan. Pakistani troops 18 Sept clashed with Tehreek-e-
Taliban fighters in S Waziristan over remains of crashed U.S. 
drone. Continued insurgent attacks: at least 20 killed in 7 Sept 
suicide bomb attack on residence of Frontier Corps commander 
Farrukh Shahzad. Suicide bombing reportedly targeting anti-
Taliban militia 15 Sept killed 20 people in Lower Dir in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa near Afghan border. Car bomb 19 Sept outside 
house of senior Karachi police officer killed at least 8. Roadside 
bomb 22 Sept targeting anti-Taliban militia in NW killed 5. Gun-
men 13 Sept ambushed school bus in Peshawar, killing at least 
5 children. Militants 30 Sept kidnapped 34 labourers in Khyber.
�� Comment by Samina Ahmed, “Pakistan: No time to lose”, 
Inside Story, 7 Sept. 2011.

�� “Pakistan’s generals meet as relations with US hit new low”, 
Guardian, 26 Sept. 2011.

Sri Lanka Despite formal end of emergency on 30 Aug, key 
emergency regulations reintroduced under Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act. President Rajapaksa 6 Sept invoked Public Security 
Ordinance to grant police powers to military. UNSG Ban 12 Sept 
formally transmitted panel of experts report on accountability for 
war crimes to president of HRC; no action taken after strong SL 
govt protest on procedural grounds. U.S. Asst. Sec State Blake 
14 Sept called for credible, independent war crimes investiga-
tion; refrained from endorsing action by HRC. Ban 24 Sept after 
meeting with Rajapaksa called for “credible national account-
ability process”. U.S. court 23 Sept filed summons against Major 
Gen Shavendra Silva, former military commander and current 
UN envoy, following civil suit by relatives of Tamils killed in final 
stages of 2009 war; Silva said prepared to fight charges. Govt 
protested summons at UN, asserted diplomatic immunity for 
Silva, dismissed charges. Talks between govt and Tamil National 
Alliance party restarted 16 Sept after pressure from U.S., India. 
Govt 21 Sept announced Menik Farm refugee camp will close 
by early Oct; 7,400 remaining refugees to be sent to areas of 
newly-cleared jungle rather than home villages in areas of final 
battles of civil war, location of alleged war crimes. 1,800 Tamil 
Tiger fighters released 30 Sept as part of reintegration process.
�� “UN move on war crimes report angers Sri Lanka”, BBC, 13 
Sept. 2011.

groups responsible for July violence were home-grown, contra-
dicting earlier claim by foreign-based Xinjiang-independence 
group East Turkistan Islamic Movement that they were behind 
attacks. 
�� “China sentences four Uighurs to death over unrest” New York 
Times, 15 Sept. 2011.

SOUTH ASIA
Afghanistan Increase in insurgent attacks, including 
20 Sept assassination of Chairman of Afghan High Peace 

Council Burhanuddin Rabbani while meeting Taliban envoys, 
amid fears of further escalation ahead of Istanbul and Bonn 
conferences aimed at strengthening international support. Presi-
dent Karzai 1 Oct said govt to abandon peace talks with Taliban, 
focus on dialogue with Pakistan. Insurgents 14 Sept conducted 
20-hour attack on U.S. embassy and NATO HQ in Kabul leaving 
27 dead, including 11 civilians, 5 police, 11 insurgents. Officials 
blamed Taliban-linked Haqqani Network; U.S. Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Admiral Mike Mullen 22 Sept accused Pakistan of back-
ing attack. Senior Haqqani leader Haji Mali Khan captured by 
security forces in Paktia province 1 Oct. Suicide bomb 11 Sept on 
military base in E Wardak province injured 89 U.S. troops, killed 
2 civilians. Roadside bomb 27 Sept killed at least 16 people in 
Herat province. NATO 6 Sept suspended transfer of detainees 
to several Afghan jails following UN torture allegations. Human 
Rights Watch alleged Afghanistan militias, police committing 
serious abuses.
�� Comment by Candace Rondeaux, “Reconsidering Reconcili-
ation in Afghanistan”, Foreign Policy , 21 Sept. 2011.

��  “The deadly envoy”, Economist, 24 Sept. 2011. 
�� For latest report, see Crisis Group Asia Report N°210, Aid 
and Conflict in Afghanistan, 4 Aug. 2011.

Bangladesh Police 19 Sept fired rubber bullets to disperse sup-
porters of Jamaat-e-Islami party protesting continued detention of 
5 senior leaders on war crimes charges. Opposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party 22 Sept led one-day strike over rising fuel prices. 
Bangladesh and India 6 Sept agreed deal allowing integration of 
some Bangladeshi and Indian enclaves, with residents allowed 
right to decide on nationality, but failed to agree on sharing water, 
Indian overland access across Bangladesh to N-E Indian states.
�� “Stateless misery on India-Bangladesh border”, BBC, 5 Sept. 
2011. 

India (internal) 11 people killed, over 60 injured 7 Sept by 
bomb outside high court in Delhi; Home Minister said attack likely 
carried out by India-based terror group. PM Singh 6 Sept signed 
series of protocols during historic visit to Bangladesh. 
�� “Bloody Wednesday”, Economist, 10 Sept. 2011. 

Kashmir Indian army 26-30 Sept clashed with militants in 
Kupwara district; 4 security personnel, 5 militants reported killed. 
Indian forces 1 Sept killed 3 Pakistani soldiers in firing across Line 
of Control. Pakistan army accused Indian forces of “unprovoked” 
attack; India denied, said Pakistani forces opened fire first. Locals 
15 Sept protested over renewed militant activity in Neelum Valley. 
�� “Fresh firing on fifth day of Kupwara gunbattle”, Economic 
Times, 30 Sept. 2011. 

Nepal New PM Bhattarai urged major opposition parties Nepali 
Congress (NC) and Madhesi Janadhikar Forum (MJF)-Nepal to 
join govt; 16 Sept in first public address said nation has reached 
“last chance” for peace, called for political cooperation, 28 Sept 
threatened resignation if no progress. Self-imposed 45-day 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/article2419048.ece
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/nepal/211-nepal-from-two-armies-to-one.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/nepal/211-nepal-from-two-armies-to-one.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/pakistan/ahmed-no-time-to-lose.aspx
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/sep/25/pakistan-usa?newsfeed=true
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-14889580
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/16/world/asia/china-sentences-four-uighurs-to-death-over-unrest.html?scp=2&sq=Uighur &st=cse
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/op-eds/reconsidering-reconciliation-in-afghanistan.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/op-eds/reconsidering-reconciliation-in-afghanistan.aspx
http://www.economist.com/node/21530126
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/210-aid-and-conflict-in-afghanistan.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/210-aid-and-conflict-in-afghanistan.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-14715825
http://www.economist.com/node/21528657
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics/nation/fresh-firing-on-fifth-day-of-kupwara-gunbattle/articleshow/10183025.cms
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SOUTH EAST ASIA
Indonesia Major eruption of communal violence in Ambon, 
Maluku 11 Sept, sparked by death previous day of Muslim motor-
cyclist in Christian area, leaving 8 dead; 159 houses burned, 
4,000 displaced; city remains tense. President Yudhoyono late 
Sept set up new unit on Papua to accelerate development, 
address political concerns. Mob 3 Sept stoned West Lombok 
district police HQ following Aug arrest of 2 people accused of 
torching mining facilities; police fired at protesters, killing 1. 1 
killed, several injured in 25 Sept suicide bombing at church in 
Central Java; radical websites suggested bombing response to 
Ambon violence. 
�� “Troops sent after deadly clashes in Indonesia’s Ambon” , BBC, 
12 Sept. 2011.

�� For latest report, see Crisis Group Asia Briefing N°126, Indo-
nesia: Hope and Hard Reality in Papua, 22 Aug. 2011.

Malaysia PM Razak, criticised for harsh police actions against 
opposition street protesters in July, 15 Sept pledged to abolish 
Internal Security Act used to detain suspected militants and state 
dissidents without trial; also said strict media laws to be relaxed.
�� “In with the unknown”, Economist, 24 Sept. 2011.

Myanmar/Burma Continued signs of improvements in political 
freedoms, human rights, economic reforms, reflected in positive 
political developments, increased international engagement. 
Govt 5 Sept formed National Human Rights Commission, made 
up mainly of retired govt officials, former diplomats, including 
some members from ethnic, religious minorities. Myanmar 
journal 5 Sept published uncensored article by Aung San Suu 
Kyi (ASSK), first to be published domestically for 23 years. 
ASSK 15 Sept told supporters she believes “now is a situation 
where changes are likely to take place”. Authorities removed 
blocks on international news websites. President Thein Sein 
30 Sept announced suspension of controversial hydroelectric 
dam construction in Kachin state. Newly-confirmed U.S. Spe-
cial Representative for Burma Derek Mitchell 9-14 Sept visited 
Myanmar, met ministers, house speakers, ASSK and other 
opposition members, civil society. FM Wunna Maung Lwin 29 
Sept held talks in Washington with senior U.S. officials. Follow-
ing 2-day visit EU aid chief Kristalina Georgieva indicated she 
had obtained commitments on improving humanitarian access. 
Government 8 Sept signed preliminary peace agreements with 
Wa and Mongla armed groups. Situation in other ethnic areas 
remained tense; renewed clashes 23 Sept between govt troops 
and Kachin Independence Army in northern Shan State.
�� “New light in Myanmar”, Economist, 17 Sept. 2011. 

Crisis Group Asia Briefing N°127, Myanmar: 
Major Reform Underway, 22 Sept. 2011. 
Six months after the transition to a new, 
semi-civilian government, major changes are taking place in 
Myanmar, but many steps still need to be taken to overcome 
decades of conflict

Philippines No date set for next meeting of govt and Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF); Malaysian facilitator trying to 
narrow gap between draft proposals. MILF Chairman Al Haj 
Murad Ebrahim 5 Sept criticised govt for not addressing political 
roots of conflict; rebel website 15 Sept announced rogue com-
mander Ameril Umbra Kato given until 26 Sept to return to MILF. 
Kato’s fighters and MILF clashed mid-month in Datu Piang, 
Maguindanao, leaving 4 dead, thousands evacuated. 2 bombings 

in Cotabato City 13 Sept during visit of govt official; 3rd bomb 
discovered next day. Military 11 Sept stepped up offensive against 
Abu Sayyaf Group in Sulu and Basilan, killing several. Army 25 
Sept said 13 rebels, 3 civilians and 2 soldiers killed in clash in 
Talipano, Sulu. More than 100 communist New People’s Army 
guerrillas 12 Sept attacked police station in Hinabangan, Samar; 
peace talks remain stalled. Tensions in South China Sea (SCS) 
remained high; President Aquino 3 Sept completed first state 
visit to China, issued joint statement with President Hu Jintao 
reiterating commitment to address disputes through dialogue, 
strengthen trade ties. During visit to Japan Aquino 27 Sept met 
PM Yoshihiko Noda, seeking Japan’s backing in SCS dispute.
�� “Japan, Philippines seek tighter ties to counter China”, Wall 
Street Journal, 26 Sept. 2011.

�� For latest report Crisis Group Asia Briefing N°125, The Philip-
pines: A New Strategy for Peace in Mindanao?, 3 Aug. 2011.

Thailand Deputy PM Chalerm 8 Sept said Pheu Thai Party 
would seek to clear name of ousted PM Thaksin, sentenced 
in absentia to 2 years in prison for conflict of interest charges; 
speculation mounted that Thaksin might be granted royal pardon. 
PM Yingluck 5 Sept visited Cambodia, discussed long-standing 
dispute over Preah Vihear temple for first time since election of 
new govt, stated Thailand would comply with ICJ order to with-
draw troops from designated “provisional demilitarised zone”, 
welcomed Indonesian observers. Yingluck’s brother Thaksin 
arrived in Cambodia 2 days later to attend conference, met 
with Red Shirt leaders. In insurgency-ravaged South, 6 killed, 
over 100 injured in series of bomb explosions 16 Sept in Sungai 
Golok border district in Narathiwat; security forces believe attack 
response to suppression of drug smuggling. 4 soldiers escort-
ing govt teachers shot dead 28 Sept in ambush in Narathiwat. 
Amnesty International accused southern insurgents of targeting 
civilians, committing war crimes. 
�� “So far, so good”, Bangkok Post, 19 Sept. 2011.

Timor Leste Head of armed forces Taur Matan Ruak resigned 2 
Sept after 10 years in role; presumed first move towards announc-
ing candidacy for March 2012 presidential polls.
�� “Testing times for East Timor as polls loom”, AFP, 11 Sept. 
2011.

BALKANS
Bosnia Ahead of anniversary of Oct 2010 general elections, 
still no progress by 6 main parties towards forming a governing 
coalition. European Commission considering reallocating €96mn 
pre-accession assistance due to disagreement between Bos-
nia’s 2 entities on how to spend money. Some progress made 
on resolving issues crucial for EU accession process, including 
military property, state aid law, census law. 
�� “Bosnia to mark embarrassing anniversary”, RFE/RL, 28 Sept. 
2011. 

Kosovo Tensions remain high in north, with outbreak of vio-
lence between NATO forces and Kosovo Serbs, who continue 
to reject presence of Kosovo customs officers at gates 1 and 31 
between Kosovo and Serbia. Despite Serbian request to UNSC 
to prevent Pristina taking control of border points, EULEX 16 Sept 
deployed customs and border officers with Kosovo “supervisors” 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-14879139
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/indonesia/B126-indonesia-hope-and-hard-reality-in-papua.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/indonesia/B126-indonesia-hope-and-hard-reality-in-papua.aspx
http://www7.economist.com/node/21530156
http://www.economist.com/node/21529035
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http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/B127-myanmar-major-reform-underway.aspx
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204422404576594521640016158.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/philippines/B125-the-philippines-a-new-strategy-for-peace-in-mindanao.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/philippines/B125-the-philippines-a-new-strategy-for-peace-in-mindanao.aspx
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/politics/257246/so-far-so-good
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jxW3boPyzP1jarn8H8EurZg8dpVQ?docId=CNG.a4af841c6daa037113471aa2ad2d1805.1c1
http://www.rferl.org/content/bosnia_marks_embarrassing_anniversary/24342899.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/bosnia_marks_embarrassing_anniversary/24342899.html
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�� “Moscow revives counter-terrorism regime in three North 
Caucasus republics”, NCA, 12 Sept. 2011. 

Georgia No improvement in relations with Russia; President 
Saakashvili’s 22 Sept speech at UNGA criticizing Russia’s 
Georgia policy and “terrorist acts” met with hostile rhetoric from 
Moscow. Russia’s state Duma 22 Sept ratified military treaties 
with breakaway Georgian regions of Sukhumi and Tskhinvali. Fifth 
round of Swiss-mediated talks over Russia’s WTO entry failed to 
yield result. European Court of Human Rights 22 Sept held hear-
ing of application lodged by Georgia against Russia in connection 
with Aug 2008 war, alleging Russian military and separatist forces 
carried out indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks against 
civilians in breakaway republics; Russia dismissed allegations. 
Parliament released draft of new electoral code drafted by ruling 
United National Movement, which says it reflects provisions of 
reform deal reached late June with 2 of 8 opposition parties. 15 
opposition supporters jailed 8 Sept for forming illegal armed group 
to help return fugitive former defence minister Irakli Okruashvili 
to Georgia during May anti-govt protests. 
�� “Saakashvili addresses UN General Assembly”, Civil Georgia, 
23 Sept. 2011. 

�� For latest report, see Crisis Group Europe Briefing N°65, 
Georgia-Russia: Learn to Live like Neighbours, 8 Aug. 2011.

Nagorno-Karabakh (Azerbaijan) De facto Nagorno-
Karabakh authorities 14 Sept alleged they downed an Azerbaijani 
drone, calling it “serious cease-fire violation”. First report of down-
ing of an air target since 1994 truce; Azerbaijan denied reports. 
De facto N-K officials called on OSCE to expand monitoring of line 
of contact. Incident comes 6 months after Azerbaijani-Israeli joint 
venture began assembling Israeli-designed drones for Azerbaijan 
armed forces; Azerbaijan has also reportedly purchased such 
aircraft from Israel, Turkey. During military parade marking 20th 
anniversary of independence, Armenia 21 Sept displayed first-
ever Armenian-made drones. Speculation by Armenian, Azerbai-
jani sources on meaning of reported statement by Uruguay’s 
FM that country, which is home to influential Armenian diaspora 
community, should recognise N-K as independent . 
�� “New front in Karabakh conflict opens in Latin America”, Eura-
sianet, 16 Sept. 2011. 

 
EASTERN EUROPE
Belarus President Lukashenka pardoned over a dozen oppo-
sition activists jailed for involvement in Dec 2010 post-election 
protests. Bulgaria reported Belarusian pledge to release all politi-
cal prisoners by mid-Oct. Opposition activist jailed 13 Sept for 
10 days for role in unsanctioned Aug protest. UN human rights 
commissioner Navi Pillay called on Belarus to release political 
prisoners, allow visit by UN rights mission. At Eastern Partner-
ship summit in Warsaw end-month, EU further condemned govt 
crackdown on opposition. Currency fell 38% against dollar mid 
month. Parliament announced $1bn Chinese loan  plus grant, 
investments. Govt denied reports Belarus is supplying Iran with 
missiles, nuclear technology.  
�� “The perils of negotiating with Minsk”, EDM, 14 Sept. 2011. 

Moldova PM Filat and leader of breakaway Transdnistria region 
Igor Smirnov met in Germany 9 Sept under auspices of OSCE 
on ending 20-year conflict, first such talks since 2006. Sides 22 
Sept announced official talks to resolve conflict to resume in “5+2” 
format, involving 2 sides plus Russia, Ukraine, U.S., EU, OSCE. 
�� “Russia agrees to re-launch negotiations on Transnistria after 
five-year breakdown”, EDM, 26 Sept. 2011. 

to gates, protected by KFOR forces. EULEX, EU, NATO, U.S. 
gave support for Pristina. Brussels and Pristina presented move 
as implementation of technical agreement on customs stamps 
reached 2 Sept as part of ongoing EU-mediated Pristina-Belgrade 
dialogue; Belgrade denied agreement touched on gates. Serbs 
responded by erecting roadblocks at both gates and throughout 
north, using illegal alternative crossing points; 4 KFOR soldiers, 
several Serb civilians injured during clashes at border post 27 
Sept. EULEX arrested 2 Serbs suspected of shooting at house 
of Serb Kosovo police officer 20 Sept. Belgrade calling on Serbs 
to protest peacefully. Amid strained Pristina-Belgrade relations, 
Belgrade pulled out of 7th scheduled dialogue session in Brus-
sels 28 Sept, after saying it would only discuss border situation; 
unclear when dialogue will resume. Constitutional court 20 Sept 
ruled Kosovo deputies’ immunity limited to official acts and duties, 
plenary sessions of Assembly. 
�� Comment by Marko Prelec, “North Kosovo Meltdown”, Balkan 
Regatta , 6 Sept. 2011.

�� “Kosovo Serbs man barricades but stay calm”, Balkan Insight, 
17 Sept. 2011. 

CAUCASUS
Armenia Following opposition Armenian National Congress’s 
(HAK) late Aug suspension of its participation in dialogue with 
govt to protest detention of one of its youth activists, govt said it 
does not intend to expedite activist’s release. Fears that dialogue 
in danger of collapse. Thousands attended 9 Sept HAK rally; 
HAK 30 Sept called for “nonstop rallies”. President Sargysyan 
addressing UNGA blamed Azerbaijan for lack of progress in 
Nagorno-Karabakh negotiations, accused Turkey of obstructing 
normalisation of Armenia-Turkey relations. 
�� “Has Armenia’s main opposition bloc overplayed its hand?”, 
RFE/RL, 18 Sept. 2011. 

Azerbaijan Lawyer defending 4 opposition activists jailed in 
Aug for involvement in April anti-govt protests disbarred 16 Sept 
for breaking “ethics rules for lawyers”. Senior Council of Europe 
official criticised Azerbaijan’s human rights record. 
�� “Azerbaijan criticized by Council of Europe official on rights”, 
RFE/RL, 29 Sept. 2011. 

North Caucasus (Russia) Increase in attacks in Dagestan, 
including 1 police killed; 60 people including police, civilians 
injured in 2 car bomb attacks in Makhachkala 22 Sept; 1 police, 
5 civilians killed in explosion in Levashi district 28 Sept; deputy 
regional penitentiary service chief Magomed Murtuzaliyev and 
his daughter, nephew and driver killed by gunmen 23 Sept; imam 
of village in Buinaksk district shot dead 15 Sept. Attacks also in 
other republics, including powerful explosions (no casualties) and 
several suspected militants killed in Ingushetia. Kavkazsky Uzel 
14 Sept reported at least 593 people killed, 414 wounded in NC 
conflict in 2011, mostly in Dagestan. Russian National Antiterrorist 
Committee official 8 Sept announced introduction of counter-ter-
rorism regime in Chechnya, Ingushetia and Kabardino-Balkaria, 
operations in all 3 republics. Washington think-tank late month 
reported insurgents receiving support from al-Qaeda. NGO 
Reporters Without Borders 14 Sept reported freedom of press 
in NC diminished since 2009, worst in Chechnya and Ingushetia. 
3 Chechens reportedly linked to warlord Doku Umarov killed in 
Istanbul 16 Sept. EU counterterrorism coordinator Gilles De Ker-
chove said EU to investigate possible link between NC diaspora 
in member states and recruitment of jihadist fighters, financing of 
terrorist activities. Russian nationalist groups 28 Sept announced 
campaign for reduction of budget for NC.
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http://www.civil.ge/eng/article.php?id=23957
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/europe/caucasus/georgia/B065-georgia-russia-learn-to-live-like-neighbours.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/europe/caucasus/georgia/B065-georgia-russia-learn-to-live-like-neighbours.aspx
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/64182
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/64182
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http://www.jamestown.org/programs/edm/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=38398&tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=27&cHash=b97b7f7dfc7d69ca2aa14d3a72d93893
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http://www.jamestown.org/programs/edm/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=38450&tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=27&cHash=ffc5075d4cd792ba66c955361152f849
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WESTERN EUROPE/MEDITERRANEAN
Cyprus Escalated tensions between Greek Cypriots and 
Turkey as controversial drilling for gas by U.S. company began 
south of Cyprus 19 Sept, despite repeated warnings by Turkey 
drilling would significantly damage peace process. EU and U.S. 
support Cyprus’s right to explore in area. Following reunification 
talks meeting between Greek Cypriot president Christofias and 
Turkish Cypriot leader Eroglu , UN envoy Alexander Downer 
27 Sept urged both sides to exercise restraint; Eroglu said 
drilling not discussed at meeting. Turkey responded by hiring 
Norwegian research vessel to conduct oil and gas research in E 
Mediterranean. Turkish deputy PM 17 Sept said country would 
freeze relations with EU if and when Cyprus is given rotating EU 
presidency in 2012, as set to happen. 
�� “Turkish Cypriot once more warns Greek over drilling plans”, 
World Bulletin, 17 Sept. 2011. 

Northern Ireland 8 suspected members of dissident splinter 
group arrested following raids uncovering ammunition, bomb-
making material. 
�� “Eight quizzed in anti-terror blitz”, Belfast Telegraph, 22 Sept. 
2011. 

Turkey Heightened tensions between PKK and military, which 
last month began launching air strikes and firing artillery against 
suspected PKK bases in northern Iraq in retaliation for recent 
escalation of insurgent attacks. Ankara threatened to carry out 
ground operation despite opposition from Iraq’s regional Kurd-
ish govt. Car bombing 20 Sept killed 3, wounded 34 in Ankara; 
PKK-offshoot Kurdistan Freedom Falcons claimed responsibility, 
PKK denied any role. PM Erdoğan 24 Sept said U.S. agreed in 
principle to provide Predator drones to Turkey to aid fight against 
PKK. Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party (BPD) 27 Sept ended 
4-month parliamentary boycott. UN report into May 2010 deadly 
raid on Gaza-bound protest flotilla published 2 Sept, found Israel 
used excessive force but blockade of Gaza legal; after report 
failed to trigger Israeli apology Turkey expelled Israel’s envoy, 
froze military cooperation. FM Davutoğlu 3 Sept said Turkey will 
challenge Israel’s blockade on Gaza at ICJ. PM Erdoğan 23 Sept 
said Turkey had imposed arms embargo on Syria for regime’s 
crackdown on its people, had already stropped Syrian-flagged 
ship; said he had “cut all contact” with regime. 
�� “Turkish premier signals joint operation with Iran”, AP, 25 Sept. 
2011.

Crisis Group Europe Report N°213, Turkey: 
Ending the PKK Insurgency, 20 Sept. 2011. 
To head off a serious escalation of the armed conflict, Turkey 
and the Turkish Kurd nationalist movement must immediately 
step back from the trap of a new cycle of tit-for-tat military and 
terrorist attacks. 

Bolivia After weeks of protests against highway construction 
through indigenous territory and national park, tensions rose 
following 25 Sept clash as police forcibly dispersed protesters, 
resulting in several wounded, 1 child allegedly dead, hundreds 
detained. Interior, defence ministers resigned; attorney general’s 

office announced investigation against former interior minister. 
President Morales 26 Sept suspended construction, condemned 
police action, proposed referendum in affected regions on road. 
Nationwide anti-govt protests and strikes 27, 28 Sept, indigenous 
groups said will resume protest march on La Paz 1 Oct. OHCHR 
29 Sept condemned “excessive and indiscriminate force” against 
protesters.
�� “Road rage”, Economist, 1 Oct. 2011.

Colombia Against backdrop of deteriorating security indicators, 
President Santos’s chief of staff and ally Juan Carlos Pinzon 
appointed as defence minister 31 Aug, replacing Rodrigo Rivera; 
entire military high command also replaced. Senator Roy Barre-
ras 12 Sept presented constitutional reform project to Congress 
providing transitional justice framework for future demobilisation 
of illegal armed groups, including political rights for former com-
batants after serving alternative sentences; Santos welcomed 
initiative. Supreme Court 14 Sept sentenced former director of 
presidential security under Uribe, Jorge Noguera, to 25 years 
prison for collaboration with paramilitary leaders and homicide, 
passing on confidential information; 2 senior officials still under 
investigation. 7 people including 1 counsellor killed, 1 official 
kidnapped 25 Sept by unidentified armed group in Tumaco town. 
U.S. State Department 15 Sept declared Colombia met statutory 
criteria related to human rights, released military funding. 
�� “Ex-Spy chief of Colombia is sentenced to prison” , New York 
Times, 14 Sept. 2011.

Ecuador Sucumbíos court 8 Sept issued arrest warrants for 6 
Colombian military and police officials including current head of 
police linked to 2008 bombing of FARC camp in Ecuador, after 
they failed to appear for 5 Sept hearing. Appeal court 20 Sept 
ratified controversial 3-year jail sentence and $40mn fine imposed 
on El Universo newspaper executives and former columnist for 
libel, following suit filed by President Correa in March.
�� “Ecuador court upholds sentence against El Universo”, Wall 
Street Journal, 20 Sept. 2011.

Guatemala Amid deteriorating security and continued vio-
lence, retired general Otto Perez Molina won 36% of votes in 
11 Sept presidential elections; will face businessman Manuel 
Baldizon, who won 23%, in 6 Nov run-off. Observers rated elec-
tions as fair, despite concern over delay in releasing preliminary 
results, reports of irregularities in some regions. Outbreaks of 
violence in 70 municipalities by residents unhappy over mayoral 
election results, leaving 2 dead in Jalapa. 
�� “Tribunal Supremo Electoral teme más hechos violentos”, 
Prensa Libre, 27 Sept. 2011.

Haiti Progress on nomination of new PM and selection of cabi-
net, as Chamber of Deputies 19 Sept unanimously approved 
President Martelly’s 3rd nominee for PM Garry Conille, despite 
questions over constitutionality of his candidacy. Concerns raised 
by parliamentarians and legal experts over Martelly’s unilateral 
designation of Directors General of some public institutions. Con-
troversy over MINUSTAH as Uruguayan President apologised 
for alleged rape of Haitian male by 4 Uruguayan peacekeepers 
at UN base; UN began review of enforcement of zero-tolerance 
policy. Violent student protests in Port-au-Prince calling for with-
drawal of MINUSTAH troops, also protests in Port Salut. Senate 
18 Sept passed resolution for MINUSTAH’s withdrawal in 3 years 
and formation of a new army;. National Defence and Security 
Committee 22 Sept presented preliminary strategy for creation 
of 3,500-strong army beginning 2012. Addressing UNGA 23 Sept 
Martelly said continued MINUSTAH presence needed. Increased 
fears over decline in security; former central chief of Judiciary 

http://www.worldbulletin.net/?aType=haber&ArticleID=78989
http://www.worldbulletin.net/?aType=haber&ArticleID=78989
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/republic-of-ireland/eight-quizzed-in-antiterror-blitz-16053675.html
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http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/15/world/americas/jorge-noguera-convicted-in-colombia-spy-scandal.html?_r=1&scp=2&sq=colombia&st=cse
http://www.google.be/url?sa=t&source=newssearch&cd=1&ved=0CC8QqQIwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonline.wsj.com%2Farticle%2FBT-CO-20110920-714004.html&rct=j&q=Ecuador el universo&ctbm=nws&ctbs=qdr%3Am&ei=o4eFTs7cDYH_-gbkpfQO&usg=AFQjCNFSrFflkqISSeZt2hL85ei5RGWNJA&cad=rja
http://www.prensalibre.com/decision_libre_-_actualidad/TSE-teme-hechos-violentos_0_562143806.html
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into May 2010 deadly raid on Gaza-bound protest flotilla published 
2 Sept, found Israel used excessive force but blockade of Gaza 
legal (See Turkey). Rioters 9 Sept ransacked Israeli embassy in 
Egypt, forced evacuation of staff (See Egypt). 
�� Comment by Robert Blecher, “Palestine’s Rocky Path to the 
United Nations” Foreign Affairs, 19 Sept. 2011.

�� “Abbas stakes Palestinian claim to state at U.N.”, Reuters, 23 
Sept. 2011.

Crisis Group Middle East Report N°112, 
Curb Your Enthusiasm: Israel and Palestine 
after the UN, 12 Sept. 2011. A UN resolution 
endorsing Palestinian statehood should produce a tangible 
gain for the Palestinians while providing some reassurance 
to Israelis, and, above all, be followed by maximum, collective 
restraint to prevent a cycle of mutual retaliation that would work 
to the detriment of all.

Lebanon Patriarch Beshara Rai 10 Sept said Syrian President 
Assad should be given chance to implement reforms; later claimed 
statements taken out of context. UNDP 17 Sept said Lebanon 
hosting nearly 4,000 Syrian refugees following govt crackdown 
on anti-regime protests. Wikileaks cable released 10 Sept quoted 
President Mikati describing Hizbollah as “tumour” needing 
removal. UN-backed Special Tribunal for Lebanon (STL) 9 Sept 
named 3 judges for first trial chamber, effective 20 Sept. FM Man-
sour 5 Sept warned UN Israel’s proposed sea border threatens 
peace and security in region. Military court 4 Sept sentenced Brig. 
Gen. Karam to 2 years hard labour for collaborating with Israel. 
�� “Lebanon’s Maronite Christian head sparks Syria debate”, AFP, 
13 Sept. 2011. 

Syria UN reports military crackdown has killed at least 2,700 peo-
ple during continued nationwide uprising against Assad regime. 
Tanks pounded towns in central region of Homs, major flashpoint 
between troops loyal to President Assad and army defectors. 
Syrian authorities claim 700 police and army killed during unrest 
by “terrorists” and “mutineers”. At least 200 opposition members 
gathered 16 Sept in meeting of National Co-ordinating body out-
side Damascus. Group of activists 16 Sept formed Syrian National 
Council in Istanbul, marking 6 month anniversary of beginning of 
uprising. UNSG Ban 15 Sept said Assad has repeatedly broken 
promises of reform, called for international action. OHCHR 23 
Sept alarmed by “increasingly brutal crackdown”, urged UNSC 
to refer Syria to ICC. Turkey 23 Sept imposed arms embargo 
against Syria for brutal crackdown on pro-democracy uprising; 
EU increased sanctions primarily on oil sector. U.S. Ambassador 
Ford mobbed by Assad supporters 29 Sept while visiting opposi-
tion figure in Damascus; officials accused U.S. of interference, 
inciting violence against security forces. 
�� “More deaths in Syria as sanctions tighten”, Al Jazeera, 23 Sept. 
2011. 

GULF 
Bahrain Almost daily anti-govt protests around country sup-
pressed by security forces. Parliamentary by-elections 24 Sept to 
replace 18 opposition deputies marred by violent clashes between 
protesters and security forces. Shiite opposition groups boycotted 
polls, turnout only 17.4%. Second round 1 Oct in 9 districts where 
no candidate received 50% of vote. Man sentenced to death 29 
Sept for running over policeman during protests, another jailed 
for life; 20 doctors jailed 5-15 years for, among other charges, 
forcefully occupying hospital during protests.
�� Comment by Joost Hiltermann, “Pushing for Reform in Bahrain”, 
Foreign Affairs, 7 Sept. 2011.

Police Jean Denis Fortin found shot dead 3 Sept, public notary 
Emile Giordani kidnapped and killed late Aug. 
�� “Conille gets crucial nod in Haiti”, Miami Herald, 17 Sept. 2011.

Crisis Group Latin America/Caribbean 
Briefing N°26, Keeping Haiti Safe: Police 
Reform, 8 Sept. 2011. Kidnapping, urban gangs and unresolved 
killings form a trifecta of challenges to citizen safety that the 
Martelly administation must confront by speedily completing 
reforms to professionalise the Haitian National Police. 

Mexico 49 bodies of alleged members of Los Zetas cartel found 
in Veracruz state 20, 22 Sept; officials believe attack carried out 
by New Generation gang, challenging Zetas, Golfo and Familia 
Michoacana cartels. Newspaper editor Maria Macias found 
decapitated in Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas state 24 Sept; officials 
say Macias killed for using social media to report on drug violence. 
140 Acapulco schools closed over month as teachers went on 
strike over security threats. 5 severed heads found outside 
Acapulco primary school 27 Sept. Police officer arrested 1 Sept 
in connection with late Aug arson attack on casino in Monterrey; 
dozens of suspected Zeta members arrested mid Sept in Hidalgo 
state. Campaign began for July 2012 presidential elections; 
former governor of Mexico State Enrique Peña Nieto seeking 
nomination of opposition Partido Revolucionario Institucional. 
�� “Veracruz, nuevo campo de batalla del narco”, BBC Mundo, 
27 Sept. 2011.

Venezuela U.S. 8 Sept accused 4 senior Venezuelan officials 
of supporting FARC rebels; govt dismissed accusations. Inter 
American Court of Human Rights (IACHR) 16 Sept ordered Ven-
ezuelan election officials to restore political rights of former mayor 
Leopoldo López, suspended from holding office by Venezuelan 
authorities in 2008, to allow him to run for Feb 2012 opposition 
primary elections; Chávez dismissed ruling. National Electoral 
Council 13 Sept moved date for presidential elections from Dec 
2012 to Oct 2012. NGO Venezuela Observatory for Violence 
reported Aug most violent month of year. 
�� Comment by Javier Ciurlizza, “El desborde de violencia en 
Venezuela”, El Tiempo, 21 Sept 2011.

�� “In Venezuela crime spree, even hospitals are hit”, AP, 9 Sept. 
2011. 

�� For latest report, see Crisis Group Latin America Report N°38, 
Violence and Politics in Venezuela, 17 Aug. 2011.

EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN
Israel/Occupied Palestinian Territories PA President 
Abbas 23 Sept submitted Palestinian application for full UN mem-
bership to UNSG Ban; Hamas rejected UN move as “begging” 
for statehood. Israeli PM Netanyahu said peace can be achieved 
only through direct talks. Sporadic clashes 23 Sept between Pal-
estinian protesters and Israeli military in E Jerusalem and West 
Bank. Quartet urged return to peace talks with aim of deal by 
end-2012; Abbas 26 Sept repeated refusal to talk without Israeli 
settlement freeze. UNSC president 28 Sept referred Palestine’s 
application to special committee that deals with admission of 
new members. EU, U.S. 28 Sept condemned Israeli plans for 
construction of 1,100 new housing units in occupied E Jerusalem 
as counterproductive to negotiations on peace talks. UN report 

http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/israel-palestine/cw/blecher-palestine-rocky-path-to-the-un.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/israel-palestine/cw/blecher-palestine-rocky-path-to-the-un.aspx
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/09/24/us-palestinians-israel-un-idUSTRE78H28J20110924?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+reuters%2FworldNews+%28News+%2F+US+%2F+International%29&utm_content=Google+Reader
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/09/24/us-palestinians-israel-un-idUSTRE78H28J20110924?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+reuters%2FworldNews+%28News+%2F+US+%2F+International%29&utm_content=Google+Reader
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/israel-palestine/112-curb-your-enthusiasm-israel-and-palestine-after-the-un.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/israel-palestine/112-curb-your-enthusiasm-israel-and-palestine-after-the-un.aspx
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5i1mXKBCR_mnNXqAShcQRQLZ0Faww?docId=CNG.896de1096470bc0c4dc74f022ee2ddcd.6e1
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5i1mXKBCR_mnNXqAShcQRQLZ0Faww?docId=CNG.896de1096470bc0c4dc74f022ee2ddcd.6e1
http://english.aljazeera.net/news/middleeast/2011/09/201192315225682432.html
http://english.aljazeera.net/news/middleeast/2011/09/201192315225682432.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iran-gulf/bahrain/hiltermann-pushing-for-reform-in-bahrain.aspx
http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/09/16/2410240/conille-gets-crucial-nod-from.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/latin-america-caribbean/haiti/b026-keeping-haiti-safe-police-reform.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/latin-america-caribbean/haiti/b026-keeping-haiti-safe-police-reform.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/noticias/2011/09/110926_mexico_veracruz_violencia_irm.shtml
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/latin-america-caribbean/andes/venezuela/op-eds/el-desborde-ede-violencia-en-venezuela.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/latin-america-caribbean/andes/venezuela/op-eds/el-desborde-ede-violencia-en-venezuela.aspx
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/09/11/general-lt-venezuela-hospital-violence_8671162.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/latin-america-caribbean/andes/venezuela/038-violence-and-politics-in-venezuela.aspx


11

Iran Head of Iran’s atomic energy agency 5 Sept offered to 
allow international inspectors “full supervision” of country’s 
nuclear activities for next 5 years, but on condition sanctions 
are lifted. First nuclear power plant, Russian-built Bushehr, offi-
cially launched 12 Sept, will begin full operations Dec. President 
Ahmadinejad at UNGA 22 Sept sought to revive 2009 nuclear 
swap offer, said Tehran would stop producing 20% enriched 
uranium if guaranteed fuel for medical research reactor; U.S 
dismissed offer. 2 U.S. citizens jailed Aug for spying released 21 
Sept on bail, allowed to return home. Military 2 Sept resumed 
operations against Party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK) mili-
tants along Iraqi border, military official 5 Sept said at least 30 
militants killed. PJAK called immediate, unilateral ceasefire and 
for negotiations; Iran rejected call. 
�� “Iran’s Ahmadinejad revives nuclear fuel swap offer”, Reuters, 
22 Sept. 2011. 

Iraq President Barzani of federal Kurdistan region 6 Sept said 
Iraq needs U.S. military presence beyond year-end withdrawal 
for fear of civil war. Radical Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr 11 Sept 
called on his followers to halt attacks on U.S. troops unless they 
remain after scheduled withdrawal. FM Zebari 21 Sept said Iraq 
will need U.S. trainers even after combat troops withdraw, ruled 
out any renewal of 2008 troop agreement. Thousands of al-Sadr’s 
followers 16 Sept demonstrated for govt to provide more electric-
ity, jobs. More than 15 killed, 80 wounded 25 Sept in 4 successive 
explosions in Karbala; no immediate claim of responsibility. Head 
of leading anti-corruption body Judge al-Uqaili resigned 8 Sept 
over govt failure to act on corruption. 
�� “Iraq needs U.S. trainers after troops leave: Zebari”, Reuters, 
21 Sept. 2011. 

Crisis Group Middle East Report N°113, 
Failing Oversight: Iraq’s Unchecked 
Government, 26 Sept. 2011. Spreading corruption threatens 
to undermine the significant progress Iraq has made toward 
reducing violence and strengthening state institutions.

Jordan Weekly protests for political and economic reform con-
tinued across country, though turnout fairly low. Police prevented 
4 Sept protest outside Bahrain embassy against unconfirmed 
presence of Jordanian armed forces in Bahrain. Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) 11 Sept discussed admission of Jordan, approved 
grant of $2bn. FM Judeh 14 Sept said Jordan supports Palestin-
ian drive for recognition at UN but prefers negotiations toward 
creation of Palestinian state (See Israel/OPT).
�� “Anti-Israel rally in Jordan also exposes Arab rifts”, New York 
Times, 15 Sept. 2011.

Saudi Arabia King Abdullah 25 Sept announced women would 
be given right to vote in 2015 and stand in municipal elections. 
Trial of 41 al-Qaeda suspects began 18 Sept, charged with plan-
ning attacks against U.S. military bases in Qatar and Kuwait. 
�� “Saudi women to be given right to vote and stand for election 
in four years”, Guardian, 25 Sept. 2011.

Yemen Country on verge of full-scale war between 
security forces loyal to President Saleh and forces loyal 

to opposition. Prospects of peaceful transition buttressed 12 
Sept when Saleh issued decree authorising deputy to negotiate 
revised Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) initiative; but several 
sticking points with opposition remain including timing of Saleh’s 
resignation. UN Special Envoy Benomar and GCC Sec. Gen. 
visited Sanaa to broker agreement backed by U.S., Saudi Arabia. 

However, violence exploded 18 Sept in Sanaa, regime forces 
launched brutal crackdown on protest camps, over 26 protesters 
killed. In worst fighting since March forces loyal to Ali Mohsen 
engaged in battles with pro-Saleh force in capital; over 100 people 
killed, mainly unarmed protesters. Saleh returned to Yemen 19 
Sept from treatment in Saudi Arabia after June assassination 
attempt; 25 Sept called for early elections, made no pledge to 
step down. Defence Minister Ali 27 Sept survived suicide bomb 
attack in southern city Aden. Fighting continued in south between 
Islamist militants, army and allied tribesmen in Abyan province. 
U.S.-born radical preacher Anwar al-Awlaki killed 30 Sept in U.S. 
drone strike in Jawf province.
�� “Violence surges in Yemen despite call for cease-fire”, New 
York Times, 24 Sept. 2011. 

NORTH AFRICA
Algeria Libyan officials 25 Sept said gunmen loyal to Muam-
mar Gaddafi crossed into Libya from Algeria and killed at least 
6 people. At least 5 al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb militants 
killed 26 Sept near Boumerdes. Cabinet 12 Sept approved sev-
eral reform measures promised by President Bouteflika in April, 
including partial privatisation of broadcast media, strengthening 
press freedoms. At Sahel security summit in Algiers, FMs agreed 
to strengthen security and development coordination; for first 
time joined by U.S., EU, UN.
�� “Gadhafi gunmen cross border from Algeria to Libya”, AP, 25 
Sept. 2011.

Egypt Demonstration 9 Sept in Cairo’s Tahrir Square to speed 
up political reforms and end emergency law turned violent as 
thousands attacked Israeli embassy; 3 protesters killed, over 
1,000 injured in clashes with police. Ruling Military Council reac-
tivated emergency law after attack on embassy, 21 Sept said law 
will remain in place until 30 June 2012; activists and politicians 
condemned decision. PM Sharaf 15 Sept said peace deal with 
Israel not “sacred”; Israeli PM Netanyahu said treaty is anchor 
of regional stability. Military Council 27 Sept set 28 Nov as date 
for start of parliamentary elections for lower house, 22 Jan for 
upper house; registration to start 12 Oct. Almost 60 political par-
ties from across political spectrum 28 Sept threatened to boycott 
polls unless military council amend election law by 2 Oct. Former 
Trade Minister Rachid and former Information Minister el-Fikky 
sentenced to 15, 7 years jail for graft. Gas pipeline to Israel and 
Jordan attacked 27 Sept in N Sinai; 6th attack on pipeline since 
Mubarak’s ouster. 
�� Comment by Robert Malley, Hussein Agha, “The Arab Coun-
terrevolution”, New York Review of Books, 12 Sept. 2011.

�� “After attack on embassy, Egypt vows a tougher stance on 
protests”, New York Times, 10 Sept. 2011. 

Libya Month saw heavy fighting between Transitional National 
Council (TNC) forces and pro-Qaddafi fighters in Bani Walid and 
Sirte following breakdown in negotiations; TNC 21 Sept seized 
Qaddafi stronghold of Sabha. ICRC 14 Sept said 13 mass graves 
discovered containing executed rebels. Convoy carrying heavily-
armed pro-Qaddafi forces 2 Sept crossed into Niger, followed by 
former security chief Mansour Dao 6 Sept; TNC called on Niger 
to stop giving refuge to fleeing officials. Former PM Baghdadi 
al-Mahmoudi arrested in Tunisia 21 Sept; TNC requested extradi-
tion. TNC PM Mahmoud Jibril 10 Sept arrived in Tripoli for first 
time since fall of Qaddafi, appealed for unity and forgiveness; 
TNC head Mustafa Abdul Jalil 13 Sept called on Libyans to 
reject retribution, said TNC would not accept extremist ideolo-
gies. French President Sarkozy 1 Sept announced collective 
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Tunisia Amid preparations for 23 Oct constituent assembly 
elections, Higher Body for Elections 7 Sept announced deposi-
tion of electoral lists completed on time. Political parties 14 Sept 
agreed roadmap for transition to democracy, parliamentary 
elections to be held in 1 year. Amid continued instability PM Caid 
Essebi 6 Sept announced ban on police union activities, strict 
state of emergency. Security forces 2 Sept opened fire in Sbeitla 
to break up street fighting involving hundreds, 5 Sept broke up 
tribal clashes in Metlaoui, 17-19 Sept clashed with youths in Kebili 
demanding resignation of transitional govt. Following several 
days of protests in Kasserine against high unemployment 5 
unemployed teachers 16 Sept attempted to hang themselves 
outside education ministry building. Army 21 Sept clashed with 
unidentified heavily-armed group near Algerian border leaving 6 
gunmen dead. Former justice minister Bechir Tekkeri arrested 8 
Sept on suspicion of bribing witness in trial of Ben Ali family mem-
ber. Authorities 21 Sept detained former Libya PM al-Mahmoudi 
for illegally entering Tunisia.
�� “Islamists and secularists split over Tunisia’s future identity”, 
Reuters, 5 Sept. 2011. 

Western Sahara At least 7 killed, including 2 police officers, 
25 Sept in clashes in Dakhla; authorities claim violence followed 
football riot. 
�� “Morocco says 7 killed in Western Sahara soccer violence”, 
Reuters, 27 Sept. 2011. 

unfreezing of $15bn of Libyan assets during Paris conference; 
Jalil promised new constitution, elections within 18 months. Brit-
ish PM Cameron and Sarkozy 15 Sept visited Tripoli, met TNC 
leaders. UNGA 16 Sept accepted TNC credentials, partially lifted 
sanctions; UNSC 17 Sept adopted Resolution 2009 authorizing 
deployment of UN support mission to Libya for 3 months. NATO 
21 Sept extended Libyan mandate for 90 days. International 
Organization for Migration 8 Sept said up to 300 black Africans 
crossing into Niger every day due to systematic targeting by TNC 
forces on suspicion of fighting for Qaddafi.
�� “Challenges on road toward democracy”, VOA, 1 Sept. 2011. 

Mauritania President Abdel Aziz 17 Sept launched national 
dialogue between political parties; 10 opposition parties boy-
cotted talks. 1 killed 27 Sept in clashes between police and 
demonstrators at rallies against national census; rights groups 
claim census excludes minorities, called for its suspension. Abdel 
Aziz 14 Sept claimed Libyan weapons now in hands of al-Qaeda 
in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). Security forces 19 Sept arrested 
3 Algerian AQIM suspects on border with Mali. High Authority for 
Press and Broadcasting promised to allow private broadcast 
media by mid Nov.
�� “National dialogue opens in Mauritania”, Magharebia, 18 Sept. 
2011. 

Morocco February 20 Movement 11 Sept restarted weekly 
protests with thousands marching in pro-democracy demonstra-
tions in major cities. Unified Socialist Party 18 Sept announced 
boycott of Nov legislative elections. 198 Amazigh organisations 
called for boycott of Islamist Justice and Development Parties 
in election. Trial began of 9 suspects in April Marrakesh bomb-
ing; main suspect recanted confession, claimed written under 
threat of torture. 
�� “Morocco’s democracy protests restart after hiatus”, AP, 18 
Sept. 2011.
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