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With a low wastewater treatment rates (40% nationwide) cities are a major source of pollutants
flowing into China’s rivers. Photo Credit: Xiao Qiping

e Underground water in 90% of Chinese cities is polluted, which raises human health
concerns since 70% of the Chinese population depends on underground water for
drinking.?

e In 2003, industrial and domestic wastewater emissions totaled 69 billion m?3, double
the 1980 level. Each year one-third of industrial wastewater and two-thirds house-
hold sewage are emitted untreated.*

e Over 50 percent of the length of the Hai River, one of the major rivers in northern
China, has worse than level V water quality (poor).*!

e Water pollution cost China’s fisheries $130 million in 2004, an increase of over $40
million from the previous year.*

e Along China’s major rivers—particularly the Huai, Hai, and Yellow—communities
report higher than normal rates of cancer, tumors, spontancous abortion and dimin-
ished IQs due to the high level of contaminants in the soil and water.?

Reaching Across the Water
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